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Summary

This poster examines a project spearheaded by a professor who learned about the Troy Anthony Davis
murder case several years ago and engaged her students and the community in a related advocacy
project. In 2007, a death row inmate in the state of Georgia was near execution. The story appeared in a
national newspaper. The professor subsequently incorporated this case into her Public Communications'
writing class. Students wrote opinion pieces, created a blog, and wrote letters to the press to continue
covering the story as well as letters to lawmakers to look over the case. Tragically, in 2011, Davis was
executed. That same week, students in the School of Arts and Sciences performed Sr. Helen Prejean’s
“Dead Man Walking.” The professor's involvement with Davis has opened discussions with the high
school community as well as junior high school students who now study his case in their classes. This
project also prompted the professor to write various articles, opinion pieces, and a brief about Davis. All
these have led to her students producing their own projects as well, thus, becoming educational tools for
other students and the community. Puglisi’s articles include the Chronicle of Higher Education, two
opinion pieces in the Atlanta Journal Constitution, and another in the Washington Post.
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